
PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY. 

ANNUAL BIEETING O F  8TH FEB., 1888, AT KING’S COLLEGE, STRAND, W.C., 
THE PRESIDENT (TEE REV. DR. UALLINQER, F.H.S.) 1~ THE CHAIR. 
The Minutes of the meeting of 11th January last were read and 

confirmed, and were signed by the President. 

The List of Donations (cxclusivo of exchanges and reprints) reccived 
since the last meeting was submitted, and the thanks of the Society given 
to thc donor. 

From 
Slides of Chauliupathiis Pennsylvanica, Dorciph,ra decemlincata, 

Edobiu germcinica (a), and larva of Dragon-fly .. .. .. . . Mr. 1% W. FZL~G’LV. 

The Report of the Council was read (see p. 330). 
The adoption of the Report having been moved by iUr. Oxlcy, and 

seconded by Mr. lKcIntire, mas carried unanimously. 

Mr. Crisp said : Whilc it has becn usual for the President to be the 
official exponent of the Society’s fcclings on thc occasion of the dcath of 
any promincnt Fellow, I do not wholly regret that he has aslrcd mc to 
say a few words on Dr. Millar’s death, not because the President in any- 
thing he might say on tho subject would be formal or official only in  any 
sense of tho words, but because I am glad to have tho privilego of testi- 
fying to our estimation of our deceased friend. 

The good men that die are separatcd into somewhat different classes 
by the impressions which their deaths make upon us. There arc the 
great and eminent men whoso deaths wo recognize as leaving tho world 
distinctly tho poorer thereby, and whom we cannot think of without 
sorrow, both for ourselves and our ncighbours. This feeling is in every 
way genuine and sincere ; but if analysed, there is a greater or loss trace 
about it of what 1 may term a calculating naturo ; the sorrow mid tho 
regret is more particularly heightened by a sense of the material loss 
which has been sustained. I f  it is, for instance, a great party leader, or 
tho prominent man of any other organization, we think of the results on 
the future of the organization. Our late friend was not to be placed with 
these, no: with that other class which includes those essentially good 
men whom me know never to have harmed a human being by word, or 
act, or thought, who have lived peaceable and peaceful lives, and the news 
of whose deaths we receive with feelings of genuine sorrow and regret ; 
and yet with this there is added a large admixture of what I may almost 
call pity. To a different class to either of these belonged our lato 
friend. Our sorrow and grief at his loss is an unqualified and unmixcd 
feeling. We feel the loss, not so much for the world at large or for any 
of our fellow-men, but solely for ourselves, with the fullest intensity of 
purely personal feeling. What others have lost we do not stop or care 
to consider ; we know that the world is tho worse, but our sense of the 
loss we mourn is above and beyond any idea of measuring its extent. I 
do not wish to attcmpt to make any list of the qualities which 
endeared Dr. Millar to so many of us. I should be afraid that any such 
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attempt would leave much unrecorded, while if i t  embraced a l l  that 
could be said it would inevitably be treated by some as dictated by what 
is sometimes called the “ partiality of friendship.” Moreover, I feel that 
a, single sent’ence sums up that which best expresses what I mean. Dr. 
Millar was a typically genuine man. I n  all that he said or  that he did, 
we knew that he mas saying and doing exactly what he  seemed to  say 
and do ;-that there was nothing behind, nothing to  be read between thc 
lines, nothing suggested by any selfish or personal motivc or desire, 
Dr. Millar has been for more than thirty years a Fellow of this Society, 
and for nearly thirty years a member of the Council. Although he was 
a silent member, he was unremitting in his attendance at the iucetings, 
and I can only recall two absences in  the last ten years. His influence 
was largely felt, however, in  all the affairs of the Society, and I personally 
am greatly indebted for the support which he gave me a t  times when a 
little encouragement was a very important matter and of very prac- 
tical use. 

Nothing shows more clearly the impression which Dr. Millar made 
upon those with whom he came into contact than the way they rcceived 
tho news of his death. It occurred on the day of one of the meetings of 
the Linncsn Society, a t  which he was a constant attcndant, and the 
expressions heard on all sides proved a depth and earnestness of pathetic 
feeling that is but rarely found-a feeling that is well recorded in 
the lettcr which I received from the President of that Society (Mr. 
Carruthers) on the day after the funeral, which, to my great sorrow, I 
was unable to attend : “Yesterday I stood by the open grave of one of 
the best friends and truest and most lovable men I have known-John 
Millar, aged 69.” 

I now beg to propose ‘‘ that this Society desires to record the deep 
sorrow with which they have heard of the death of Dr. John Millar, so 
long a member of the Council, and who for more than thirty years has 
tskcn such a lively interest i n  the affairs of the Society, and that the 
secretaIies be instructed to communicato this resolution to Dr. Millar’s 
family.” 

Mr. Glaisher said that, as one of the oldest friends of Dr. Millar- 
one who knew him evcn before he came to London-he rose to second 
this resolution with great warmth of feeling. H e  agreed entirely 
with every word which Mr. Crisp had used in  reference to the matter, 
and in which he had so well described what must indeed be felt by a l l  to 
whom Dr. Millar had been intimately known. 

The President felt sure that this resolution accorded so entirely with 
the feeling of the meeting, that he might declare it to be unanimously 
carried. 

The list of Fellows proposed as Council and Officers for the ensuing 
year, as presented to the last meeting, was read as follows, tho name of 
Prof. Chas. Stewart being substituted for that of Dr. Millar :- 

Preside+--”Uharles T. Hudson, Esq., M.A., LL.D. (Cantab). 
~~7ice-Preside.nts-Robert Braithwaite, Esq., M.D., M.R.C.S., F.L.S. ; 

*Rev. W. H. Dallinger, LL.D., F.R.S. ; William Thomas SuEolk, Esq. ; 
*Professor Charles Stewart, M.K.C.S., F.L.S. 

Treasurer-Lionel S. Beale,Esq., M.B., F.R.C.P., F.R.S. 
* Have not held during the preceding year the office fur which tlicy m e  

noniinated. 
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Secretaries-Frank Crisp, Esq., LL.B., B.A., V.P. & Treas. L.S.; 
Prof. F. Jeffrey Bell, M.A., F.Z.S. 

Twelve other Members qf Council-Joseph Beck, Esq., F.R.A.S. ; 
“Alfred W. Bennett, Esq., K9., B.Sc., F.L.S. ; Rev. Edmund Carr,&I.A.; 
Frank R. Cheshire, Esq., F.L.S.; Yrof. Edgar M. Crookshank, M.B. ; 
James Glaisher, Esq., F.R.S., F.R.A.S.; *Prof. J. William Groves, 
F.L.S.; “George C. Karop, Esq., M.R.C.S. ; *John Nayall, Esq., Jun.; 
Albert D. Michael, Esq., F.L.S. ; Prof. Urban Pritchard, M.D. ; Charles - -  
Tyler, Esq., F.L.S. 

The President having appointed Mr. Bevington and Mr. Dadswell to 
act as scrutineers, the ballot was proceeded with, and tho Fellows 
nominated were declared by the President to be duly elected as Council 
and officers for the ensuing year. 

The Treasurer’s Account was, in the absence of Dr. Beale, read by 
Mr. Crisp (see p. 331), who moved that the account should be received 
and adopted, and that tho thanks of the Society be given to the Treasurer 
for his services during the past year. 

Nr. J. J. Veaey seconded the motion, remarking, as one of the 
Auditors, that they had found the accounts to be kept in a very sntis- 
factory manner. 

The President put the motion to the meeting, and declared it 
carried. 

Mr. Crisp, in pursuance of the notice given at the preceding meeting, 
moved, ‘‘ That tbe existing Bye-laws of the Society be repealed, and that 
the following be in future the Bye-laws of the Society.” As the 
principal alterations and the reasons for making them had been fully 
explained a t  the previous meeting, and as a copy of the new Bye-laws 
had since been lying upon the table for the inspection of the Fellows, 
they were agreed to be taken as read. 

The motion having been seconded by Mr. A. D. Xichacl, was put by 
the President, and carried unanimously. 

Dr. Dallinger then delivered his annual address, which was listened 
to throughout with the deepest attention, and very heartily applauded 
by the large number of Fellows present. 

Mr. Glaisher said that he rose with great pleasure-yet also with 
some pain-to ask the Fellows to give their warmest thanks to their late 
President, not only for the very admirable address to which they had 
just been listening, but also for the four ycars’ service which he had so 
efficiently rondered to the Society. When they remembered that during 
the whole of that period he had been constantly with them at their 
meetings, although living at Sheffield, when they also remembered his 
regularity of attendance at their council meetings, his earnestness in 
all  that affected the well-being of their Society and the interests of 
microscopical science, and when they coupled with all this the remem- 
brance of what he had done when out of their presence, it needed 
nothing upon his (Mr. Glaisher’s) part to convince them of the valuc of 
the services which their President had performed. They mould part 

* HRVC not held during the preceding year the office for wliich they are 
nominw, ted. 
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from him with feelings of great regret, and would long preserve as a 
pleasant memory to look back upon the great enjoyment they had de- 
rived from the connection now about to bo severed. F o r  his own part, 
he could say that there was 20 time a t  which he had met him when he 
did not like him better than before. Residing as he  did at all that  
distance from London, and yet attending to the duties of his office in  
the manner in which he had done during the whole of tho four years he 
had presided over them, he was sure that the Fellows present would 
accord that vote of thanks with three times three. (Applause.) After 
that display of feeling, it was quite unnecessary to put the motion to  the 
meeting in a more formal manner, as the appoval of it,  which had bean 
thus expressed, evidently came from the he&s of all. Ho trusted that 
tho Presidcnt would, on his part, be able to look back upon his  period 
of office with as much pleasure as those who had been associated with 
him. 

Prof. Bell said that after the way in  which the  Society had received 
the proposal, it was hardly necessary for him to add to what Mr. 
Glaishcr had said. But after the very remarkable services rendered by 
Dr. Dallinger it was only right that one of those to nhom the Society 
intriisted its business should express some sense of the thanks which 
were due to him as their outgoing President. I f  auy one examined the 
conditions which appeared necessary to constitute a good President, they 
would be found snIumed up in the requirements that he must lmow 
everything of somcthing and sometliing of everytliing. I n  their own 
case the something to be known was not only the wide range comprised 
\pithin the term ‘‘ biological knomledgc,” but also what on tlie other side 
of the table was spoken of usually 8s brass and glass. When they began 
to look into the wide range of biological science they n ould find that it 
contained a very large number of subjects which were extremely intcr- 
esting, yet if a person mere to dcvote a lifetime to the study of the 
Volvociuea: or the Ostracoda, though he would undoubtedly be able to 
derive pleasure from the pursuit, i t  was more than possible that Ilc 
would not be able to excite great interest in the subject amongst 3 largo 
audience. But tlie subject of which the President knew everything was 
one which had been made interssting to all, and the questions whicli 
arose in connection with the processes of decomposition of organic 
matter were such as impressed them the most, and \\ere the most widely 
interesting to instructed minds. If they considered what subjects tho 
annual addresscs of the President had brought before them, the iniport- 
ance of their range and of their bearing mould be seen a t  once. I n  one 
of them he traced out the history of the formation of the  cell-nucleus, 
whilst in another he described the long-continued and patient observa- 
tions he had made as to tho effects of change of environment under 
different degrees of temperature. These two subjects were treated by 
tho President in a way such as no one but a thoroughly skilled micro- 
scopist would have been able to  do. It might indeed be said that the 
President had offered an example in respect of careful and long-con- 
tinued research which would go down, along with the labours of Darwin, 
as a striking example of what patience, perseverance, and love a truc 
student of nature could throw into his work. Reference had also been 
made by Mr. Glaisher to the question of the President’s attcnctance at 
the meetings, and though this was one which had to some cxtent 
uaturally come under the notice of the Society, it  was perhaps not so 
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much known that on leaving that room after the meetings he had 
generally gonc back to Shefficld by tho early newspapcr tmin tho next 
morning. If  they wished to have a most obvious sign of his dovotinn to 
the interests of the Socicty, they could not find it better than in that 
fact. The last matter to which ho would refer was the admirable 
manner and tact displayed by the President in conducting their 
meetings. Of this the Fellows tlicmselves would be as good judges as 
hc could be himself. He should like also to  add that they must not 
conclude they were about to lose Dr. Dallinger; he would romnin to 
them as one of their Vice-Presidents, and there was a rumour that a 
change in his environment was not improbable, which might result in 
the possibility of  his being able to attend their meetings without having 
to undertake so long a journey. 

Mr. Crisp said that it had fallen to him on all previous occasions to 
second the vote of thanks to Dr. Dallinger for his annual address ; but 
ho purposely did not do so on the present occasion lest it might look too 
stereotyped and formal ; but on the other hand, if he did not say any- 
thing it might pcrhaps be thought that his enthusiasm had cooled down. 
What he had to say was summed up in a single remark which, however, 
required a preface. Carlyle had said that the people of England were, 
so many millions in number, ‘‘ mostly fools.” That, however, was not 
true, but only a piece of Carlglean exnggcration. If, however, he had 
said they wore mostly humbugs, it would have been nearer the truth on 
account of the largo number of people who said one thing and thought 
another. If  he followed the ordinnry practice he ought, no doubt, as an 
official of the Socicty, to  affect to believe that the Society had shed great 
additional lustrc upon Dr. Dallingcr by allowing him for so long a time 
to be tlicir President. If, however, they wished to admit the naked 
truth, i t  was that Dr. Dallinger had, during his Presidency, thrown 
great additional lustre upon the Society. 

Dr. Dallinger said he felt it  would be very improper on his part if 
he were to receive such warm expressions of cordial feeling without 
saying a fcw words in response. With regard to his attcndancc he 
might say that he had tried to make it a principle of his life, no matter 
wlint tho subject might be, never to undertake what he did not mean to 
carry out thoroughly, so that it was with this intention that he had 
ciitercd upon his duty as President. Of course, circumstances might 
sometimcs arise beyond a person’s control which would prevent him from 
doing all that hc desired. This, happily, had not occurred in his case. 
Hc found the other day that his wife was commencing a calculation of 
the number of miles he had travelled in carrying out his engagement- 
a calculation which, however, he interrupted. He  could, for his own 
part, say that it was a pleasure to him to look back upon the proceedings 
of these years, and he should always feel that the manner in which their 
thanks had becn bestowed for such services 8s he had rendered eonsti- 
tuted a deeper souree of pleasure than he was able to express. 

Mr. Crisp said that in his journeys to and fro to attend their 
mectings, the Prcsident had, he found, travelled a distance equal to 
more than half round the world. 

Votes of thanks to the Auditors and Scrutineers for their scrviccs 
were proposed by Mi,. A. D. Michael, seconded by Yrof. J. W. Groves, 
and carried unanimously. 
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Mr. Crisp said he had received a letter from Dr. Hudson, the new 
President, expressing his regret at not being able to be present a t  the 
annual meeting, having met with an injury to his knee ; he  was, how- 
ever,. progressing favourably, and hoped to be present s t  their next 
meeting. 

New Fellows.-The following were elected Ordinary Fellows :- 
Messrs. Frank Ballard, &LA., Edward Halkyard, John  Thompson, and 
Arthur J. Wolff, M.D. 

REPORT OF THE COUNCIL F O R  1887. 
Follows.-43 Ordinary Fellows have been elected during tho past 

year, whilst 29 have died, resigned, or been removed, leaving tho 
increase during the year 14 Ordinary Fellows. One Honorary Fellow 
has been elected, Mr. P. H. Gosse, F.R.S. The  list now stands as  
follows :-Ordinary Fellows 631, Honorary Fellows 50, Ex-officio 
Fellows 82, or in all-763. 

The Society have to regret the deaths of several prominent Fellows 
since the commencement of the present year-three I-Ionorary Fellows, 
Mr. G. R. Waterhouse, Prof. A. do Bary, and Dr. Asa Gray;  and an 
Ordinary Fellow, Dr. John Millar. Dr. A. Farre, a Past President, 
died during the past year. 

Mr. G. R. Waterhouse was for many years keeper of the Geological 
Department of‘ the British Nuseum, and was the author of a Natural 
History of Narsupials and Rodents, a Catalogue of British Colooptera, 
and a description of the Mammals collected during the voyage of‘ the 
‘Beagle,’ he being at the time Curator of the Zoological Society. 

Dr. Anton de Bary, Professor of Botany a t  Strassbnrg, was well 
known as a distinguished Mycologist and as one of the most philosophical 
Botanists of the age. H e  may be said to have laid the foundation of our 
knowledge of Vegetable Pathology. 

Dr. Asa Gray, who was elected an Honorary Fellow as long ago as 
1851, was the most eminent of American botanists, and his in0uence 
with the late Mr. Darwin has recently been brought into prominent 
notice. 

Dr. Arthur Farre, F.R.S., was the sixth President of the Society, 
having been elected in 1850, a t  which time he took a very active part in 
the affairs of the Society. He was afterwards appointed B Physician 
Extraordinary to the Queen and Physician Accoucheur to  the Priuccss 
of Wales. 

The Council cannot refer to the death of Dr. John  Millar without 
expressing the deep sorrow with which they received the intelligence. 
Dr. Millar has been a Fellow of the Society for thirty-one years, and for 
twenty-eight years a member of the Council. At their last meeting the 
Council recorded their sense of the loss which they and the Society have 
sustained by his death, and a resolution on the subject will be submitted 
to the Annual Meeting. 

Finuncen.-The net increase of revenue from the election of new 
Fellows during the past year has amounted to 341. 2s. Gd. as against 


